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FAITH MISSIONARY BAPTIST 

CHURCH  BULLETIN

WELCOME TO FAITH

2243 Burbank Avenue     (Corner of Rose & Burbank)

Nashville, TN 37210

April 3, 2011

      



 Sunday School: 

10:00 a.m.

 Morning Worship Services 
 11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship Services
 6:00 p.m.

                          Church Website:        http//www.faithchurchnashville.com/

Pastor: Elder Barry Armour 615-822-4681– 615-812-6204

Pastor’s Website:    faithchurchnashville@gmail.com

  Music Director:   
     Bro. Bert Lanier           
Sunday School Supt.:  Bro. Terry Parker

  Church Clerk:                  Bro. Billy Clemons     

  Deacons:

     Bro. Jimmy Hicks

Bro. Bert Lanier




     Bro.  Don Langford

Bro. James Quinn

God With Us Women’s Fellowship 

April Meeting – Tuesday, April  19,2011, 6:39 p.m.  The speaker will be Sister Linda Hackett, and the meeting will be in the Faith Missionary Baptist Church Basement.  Please make plans to be with us.  God Bless you All!  Cindy Clemons clemons.cindy@gmail.com
NEW FAITH WEBSITE

Website:  http://www.faithchurchnashville.com/

Visit this website, you will be proud of our church’s website, thanks to Terry and Lisa Parker’s work.  

ORDINATION OF BRO. LUKE SPURGEON

Bro. Luke Spurgeon will be ordained on April 16, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at Fairview Missionary Baptist Church located  at 290 Woodburn-Allen Springs Rd., Woodburn, KY.   

The church has voted to send our ordained help.

Bro. Tom Olande from Kenya To Preach

Bro. Tom Olande from Kenya is scheduled to preach next Sunday, April 10., at Faith, at 11:00 Service.   Lunch is planned following the service, so ladies, we will be bringing lunch.

DO RE MI SINGING SCHOOL 

    The Do Re Mi Singing School will hold its  summer session the week of June 12-17.  The church has voted to send anyone connected with the church to this school and pay the fee.

Faith’s New Website

http://www.faithchurchnashville.com/

Terry Parker, Website Manager

         PRAYER REQUESTS

Requests for prayer from the last meeting of the Women’s Fellowship included Bro. Jeff Brown who is going for cancer treatments at a clinic in Chicago; Sister Sylvia Brooks requested prayer for her husband who has been diagnosed with bladder cancer.; Bro.  Leon White has also been diagnosed with bladder cancer; and Jennifer Carter, daughter of Keith Carter has been diagnosed with leukemia and is undergoing treatment.

Brenda Lanier’s first cousin passed away last week.  Please remember this family in your prayers.

Bro. Ron Galloway, brother of Bro. Larry Galloway, had his leg removed  and he has diabetes. Please remember him when you pray.

Remember Cindy’s mother, Mrs. Mayo.  She needs our prayers.  


REVIVALS & CHURCH EVENTS OF SISTER 
CHURCHES

New Bethel Missionary Baptist  - Spring Revival – Beginning Friday, April 1-3  Elder Jason Wheeley will assist Elder Jerry Shrum.

Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist – Spring Revival – Beginning April 14-, 2011, 7:00 p.m. -  Nolensville Rd., Nashville, TN.  Elder Johnny Carver to assist

Elder Brian Johnson, Pastor.

Harvest Missionary Baptist Church – Spring Revival – 192 Curtis Crossroads, Hendersonville, TN  April 14-17, 2011 – Elder David Andrews, assisted by Bro. Barry Armour and Bro. Jeremy Sisk.

2011 JUBILEE -Huntington Missionary Baptist Church 11110 Lexington St
Huntingdon TN 38344
April 29 & 30, 2011
Featuring: The Union Trio, The Spear Trio, The Wilburns, The Victory Quartet, The Huntingdon Choir and more!   Speakers - Bro, Lynn Stapleton, Pastor and Bro. Randy Thompson
For more information - call 731-986-4192 or email or check out their website
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES OF MEMBERS AND FAMILY MEMBERS  (April 3 – April 10)

 No Birthdays during this time period
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Lisa and Brandon Fortson –  April 10 – lst  Anniversary 

HAPPY FIRST ANNIVERSARY
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  New Bethel Missionary Baptist   
Church – Old Building

ALMOST PERSUADED


In the year A.D. 62 a certain Roman citizen was cas into prison because of a multitude of accusations against him.  At his hearing before Festus he appealed to Caesar for justice, and was  held for trial at Roe.  Shortly afterward he was asked to state his defense before King Agrippa and Bernice, who were then visiting Festus.  That defense uttered by Paul – for he was the accused prisoner – is found in the 26th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles and is one of the greatest addresses to be found in the Holy Scriptures.  At the conclusion King Agrippa said to Paul:  “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” to which Paul replied, “I would to God that not only thou but also all that hear me this day, were both almost and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.”


A clergyman by the name of Brundage was once preaching upon this subject and concluded his sermon with these solemn words:

“He who is almost persuaded is almost saved, but to be almost saved is to be entirely lost.”  Philip Bliss was present and was so deeply impressed by these words that he wrote one of his most helpful hymns, based on the phrase “almost persuaded,” as a direct result of this sermon.  During the Moody revivals many souls, almost persuaded, were helped by the appeal of this hymn to decide for Christ before it was too late.

AN EXPERIENCE OF SALVATION

Bro. Larry Galloway 


I was nine years old when I was saved.  It was the last Sunday of July in 1969, about 7:00 p.m.  I don’t remember what the sermons were about, but after going to every revival service for three years, I finally got serious with God and Jesus.


I had a vision where I was on top of a tall mountain and God spoke to me, directing me to step out in faith and to physically jump off and that God would catch me in His powerful Hand and would lift me up and save me and forgive me of my sins.  I now know that this was spiritual faith/belief exercise, and I praise God for His wonderful salvation!  I was saved on the altar at Old Union Missionary Baptist Church in Warren County, KY.  I usually sat in the choir loft and sang during the song service.  Then, when the invitation to sinners was given to come to the altar and seek my salvation, I would walk down out of the choir and go to the altar.  That Sunday night I didn’t immediately  recognize that I was saved.  I doubted my salvation because the devil told me I could NOT have been saved because basically nothing happened.  I didn’t see a great light or angels or hear music or anything.  But. praise God, finally, on Thursday night Jesus broke through and showed me that I was saved!  I was in the choir singing as usual when the  preacher gave the sinner’s invitation.


But that night they were singing, “When the Roll is Called Up Yonder, I’ll Be There!”  And suddenly, I knew in my heart that (yes!) I was on my way to Heaven!  I didn’t have to come down and go to the altar again, because I had been saved!  I started shouting and praising Jesus because I knew I was saved!

The Secret Religion of the Slaves

They often risked floggings to worship God

Taken from the “Christian History” Magazine


     The religion of the slaves was both visible an invisible, formally organized and spontaneously adapted.  Regular Sunday morning worship in the local church was paralleled by illicit, or at least informal, prayer meetings on weeknights in the slave cabins.  Preachers licensed by the church and hired by the master were supplemented by slave preachers licensed only by the spirit.  Texts from the Bible, which most slaves could not read, were explicated by verses from the spirituals.  Slaves forbidden by masters to attend church, or in some cases even to pray, risked floggings to attend secret gatherings to worship God.

     His own experience of the “invisible institution” was recalled by former slave Wash Wilson. 

“When de slaves go round singin ’Steal Away to Jesus,’ that meant there was going to be a religious meeting that night.  The master... didn’t like them religious meeting so we naturally slip off at night, down in de bottoms or somewhere.  Sometimes we sing and pray all night.”


   Slaves faced severe punishment if caught attending a secret prayer meeting.  Moses Grandy reported that his brother-in-law  Isaac, a slave preacher, “was flogged, and his back pickled” for preaching at a clandestine service in the woods.  His listeners were flogged and “forced to tell who else was there.”

         Slaves devised several techniques to avoid detection of their meetings.  One practice was to meet in secluded places – woods, gullies, ravines, and thickets (aptly called “hush harbors”.  Kalvin Woods remembered preaching to other slaves and singing and praying while huddled behind quilts and rags which had been thoroughly wetted “to keep the sound of their voices from penetrating the air” and then hung up “in the form of a little room,” or tabernacle.

             A description of a secret prayer meeting was recorded by Peter Randolph, who was a slave in Prince George County, Virginia, until he was freed in 1847.  “The slave forgets all his sufferings, except to remind others of the trials during the past week, exclaiming:  “Thank God, I shall not live here always!”  Then they pass from one to another, shaking hands, and bidding each other farewell....As they separate, they sing a parting hymn of praise.”
              Many slaveholders granted their slaves permission to attend church, and some openly encouraged  religious meetings among the slaves.  Baptisms, marriages, and funerals were allowed to slaves on some plantations with whites observing and occasionally participating.\

          Annual revival meetings were social occasions for blacks as well as for whites.  Masters were known to enjoy the singing, praying, and the preaching of their slaves.  Nevertheless, at the core of the slaves’ religion was a private place.  For no matter how religious the master might be, the slave knew that the master’s religion did not countenance prayers for his slaves’ freedom in the world.


The religious format varied from plantation to plantation for the slaves.  Former slave John Brown depicted two extremes:  “Sunday was a great day around the plantation.  The fields was forgotten, the light chores was hurried through, and everybody got ready for the church meeting.  It was out of the doors, in the yard...Master John’s wife would start the meeting with a prayer and then would come the singing – the old timey songs.  But the white folks on the next plantation  would lick their slaves for trying to do like we did.  No praying there and no singing.”


Boisterous baptisms accompanied by song, shouting and ecstatic behavior, baptism, especially for Baptists, was perhaps the most dramatic ritual in the slave’s religious life.  “The biggest meeting house crowds was when they had baptizing,” noted a former Georgia slave.  “They dammed up the creek on Saturday so it would be deep enough on Sunday.  At them baptizings there were all sorts of shouting, and they would sing, “Roll, Jordan, Roll, The Living Waters, and Lord, I’m Coming Home.”


Recollecting the baptism of his mother, Isaiah Jeffries has left a description which conveys something of the excitement and the sense of new beginning which baptizings brought to many slaves.  “When I was to be a big boy, my Ma got religion at the Camp  meeting at El-Bethel.  She shouted and sung for three days, going all over the plantation and the neighboring ones inviting her friends to come see her baptized and shouting and praying for them. 


Carefully watched and viewed with suspicion, the preacher had to straddle the conflict between the demands of conscience and the orders of the masters.  Anderson Edwards  reflected on  the difficulty he experienced as a slave preacher in Texas:  “I had been preaching the gospel and farming since slavery time....When I started preaching I couldn’t read or write and had to preach what the master told me and he said, “Tell them if they obey the master they will go to Heaven, but I knowed there’s something better for them, but dare not tell them except on the sly.  That I done lots.  I tell them if they keep praying, the Lord will set them free.


Bulletin Committee:                                                                                                      Joyce Callis 352-3070JoyceCallis38@Comcast.net                                                                                                  Betty Coon- 773-5250  epcn@aol.com                                                                         Susan Coon– 773-5250                                                                                                     Jean Langford-758-7431 Langford @tds.net                                                                    Lisa Parker-274-2783 Lisa274@gmail.com         

