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INTRODUCTION

“Tapes are being made of this study to go with others in past years, that even men who
have not yet been called, that will be called into the ministry may hear these tapes long
after I am laid under the sod. You have no idea unless you have been in this place how
great the feeling of responsibility is on me. You know, they sing that song, ‘After I leave
this world below, what shall I leave behind?’ And we’re all going to leave something,
so it’s either going to be for good or for bad. I’d like for all mine to be good, but I know
it hasn’t been. In order for it to have been, it would have had to have been perfect and we
are not. I’'m glad tonight to be able to stand here before you who have seen fit to come
and be in this study. I’m glad to be numbered among this type and this kind of people.
I’m glad I'm saved and on my way to heaven. We don’t know how soon we’re going to
make the trip, but it’s not bothering me. The one thing that I am deeply concerned about
and that is that this age-old doctrine be continued and that we stand and walk in the old
paths. You know, the prophet said long ago, “Stand ye in the ways.” There are a lot of
ways today but the old paths are not found in some of these ways. He said, “see and ask
for the old paths where is the good way and walk therein and ye shall find rest for your
soul.” So that’s what I am concerned about tonight and if I can just leave some
impression on the minds of you preachers who are younger than I am that you might be
able to pass on to those that will come after you, that God would use it to His honor and
glory, that’s the reason I’m here tonight, for His honor and glory.”

These are Brother Russell’s words included in this study on one night of the study. It
exemplifies his heart’s desire to help young preachers and others.

It is with much love and respect for this old-time Baptist soldier that we have distributed tapes and CD’s to as
many people as we can. He carried his oxygen with him in the pulpit and preached as long as God gave him life
and it seems to be the least we can do to try to get his wealth of knowledge of the Scriptures out to those
interested in studying. Bro. Russell asked that Sonny distribute these tapes after he is gone.

This transcription has been approved by Brother Russell before he passed away. Any errors that he might have
overlooked were likely the transcriber’s and not his.

Sonny and Joyce Callis
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Sometime I would like to take the subject of Heaven and preach on it. I
don't know when I ever did, but that writer of this song said about as
much as anyone can, "How Beautiful Heaven Must Be." We just don't have
much said about it in the Bible, I mean outlining it, giving us a view of
it to the extent that we could take it up as a subject and actually find
the scripture to say very much about it. But it must be a wonderful
place and another thing that I have thought about as a reason for not
being able to say much about it is the one that exists now is going to be
destroyed. The Bible tells us that it will be rolled up as a scroll and

cast into a mighty wind and be carried away. I have been asked the
question, just why is that anyway? Because sin has been there. The
angels sinned, driven out. That's why it is going to be destroyed.

Wherever sin has been is going to be destroyed.

Pray for me tonight. I hope that we may be able to get started om this
subject, the Book of Daniel. I was tempted today, in reviewing the Book
to go into the prophesies of the Book, but that won't work. If we're
going to get it all, we had better start at the beginning. We might ask
ourselves the question to begin with, just why was Israel taken captive
into Babylon for seventy long years? Why? Well, the answer to that is
sin and God dealt with the children of Israel because of their iniquities
in many ways and at one time He was just about to cast them off and
Moses said, you can't do that because if you do, you know what the other
nations are going to say about that, they'll say you are unable to take
care of your people. Now don't get me wrong tonight. I think all things
that we read about in the scriptures are dome for a purpose, but God knew
what He was doing and even though Moses thought He might not, He had His
feet on the ground, so to speak. So all these things that we reason
about sometimes have a far deeper meaning than we are able to comprehend.

There are a lot of scriptures that we might wuse but this one in
particular in II Kings, the 24th Chapter is pertinent. Now we don't
want to hold these studies too long and I'm not saying that because I
don't want to spend the time but I think that short 1lessons are
preferable to be able to understand them and comprehend them rather than
a lot of things being said and most of it forgotten about. So we're
going to try to limit our studies to 30 minutes or maybe 35, we could go
to 40 if it is necessary.

Let's notice this first verse: II Kings, 24:1

1 In his (Jehoiakim's)days, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came up, and
Jehoiakim became his servant three years: then he turned and rebelled
against him.

2 And the Lord sent against him bands of the Chaldees and bands of the
Syrians, and bands of the Moabites and bands of the children of Ammon,
and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of
the Lord, which he spake by his servants the prophets.

3 Surely, at the commandment of the Lord came this (now listen to this)
upon Judah to remove them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh
(now that's your cause right there), according to all that he did;
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4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

And also for the innocent blood that he shed: for he fililed
Jerusalem with innocent blood; which the Lord would not pardon.

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim and all that he did, are they
not written in the book cf the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers: and Jehoiachin his son reigned
in his stead.

And the king of Egypt came not again any more out of his lamd: for
the king of Babylon had taken from the river of Egypt unto the river
Euphrates all that pertained to the king of Egypt. (Took all that
territory.)

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign and he
reigned in Jerusalem three months. And his mother's mname was
Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem.

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord according to
all that his father had done.

At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up
against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. .

And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, and his
servants did besiege it.

And Jenoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he
and his mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers:
and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign.

And he carried cut thence all the treasures(now we're going to study
this in the Book of Daniel) of the house of the Lord and the
treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of
gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord,
as the Lord had said.

And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the
mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the
craftsmen and smiths: none remained, save the poorest sort of the
people of the land. (Now the reason they left the poor, they didn't
want to take care of them, they wouldn't be of any benefit to them.)

And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon and the king's mother, and
the king's wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those
carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.

And all the men of might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen and
smiths a thousand, all that were strong and apt for war, even them
the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon.
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17) And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother king in
his stead, and changed his name to Zedekiah.

18) Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was
Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

19) And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to
all that Jehoiakim had dome.

20) For through the anger of the Lord it came to pass in Jerusalem and
Judah, until he had cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah
rebelled against the king of Babylon.

Now this is just a little bit of the introduction to the Book of Daniel.
I always like to think about or look up to see if I can find dates - when
did this all happen? What was the period of time? Now Jehoiakim reigned
in Jerusalem as king from 609 to 598. Now instead of going up in
numbers, we are going down because we are approaching the birth of
Christ. We are ending the period before Christ. So 609 to 598 B.C.
would make 11 years that he reigned. So in the third year of his reign,
which would have been 606 B.C.,to Jehoiakim, king of Judah came
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, to Jerusalem and besieged it. That's
when it happened, 606 B.C.

To save some time going back and reviewing different chapters, I have
here a book and I think all of you would be profited by having it if you
want to learn more about the Bible, which I think you do. I want to give
you a history of Jehoiakim which is given to us by William Smith's Bible
Dictionary, revised by F.N. and M.A. Peloubet which is a substantial
record. Now, you know, back in 0ld Testament times names were given that
had a particular meaning and Jehoiakim just simply meant whom the Lord
Jehovah sets up. Now he was called other places in the Bible Eliakim.
He was the son of Josiah and he was the king of Judah. After deposing
Jehoahaz, Pharaoh Necho set Eliakim upon the throne and changed his name
to Jehoiakim. That's how he got his name, B.C. 608 - 597. For four
years Jehoiakim was subject to Egypt when Nebuchadnezzar, after a short
seige, entered Jerusalem, took the king prisoner, bound him in fetters to
carry him to Babylon. He took also some of the precious vessels of the
Temple and carried them to the land of Shinar. Now Babylon originally
was Shinar. You read about that in Genesis in Abraham's time. Jehoiakim
became tributary to Nebuchadnezzar after his invasion of Judah and
continued so for three years but at the end of that time broke his oath
of allegiance and rebelled against him. I read this in my lesson in II
Kings. Nebuchadnezzar sent against him numerous bands of Chaldeans (or
Caldeans), with Syrians, Moabites and Ammonites (you'll read that in II
Kings, the 24th Chapter and the 2nd verse) and who cruelly harrassed the
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whole country either in an engagement with some of these forces or else
by the hand of his own oppressed subjects. Jehoiakim came to a violent
end in the 1llth year of his reign. His body was cast out ignominiously
on the ground and then was dragged away and buried " with the burial of
an ass,” (a donkey) without pomp, or lamentation, no tears shed for
Jehoiakim. Beyond the gates of Jerusalem was where he was buried (and
you'll find that in Jeremiah, the 22nd Chapter, 18th & 19th verses and
the 36th Chapter, the 30th verse). All the accounts that we have of
Jehoiakim concur in ascribing to him as vicious and an irreligious
character (and you find that also in II Kings, 23rd Chapter, just before
the one we read in your hearing tonight and II Chronicles also, the 36th

Chapter).

The reign of Jehoiakim extends from B.C. 609 to B.C. 598, or as some
reckon, 599. You'll find in all of these records different authors
calculate a little bit different but it runs right along about the same

in any case.

So that's the history of Jehoiakim but I have some more here I want to
talk about and we'll get to that before we go amy further.

Talking about Manasseh now, and the sin of Manasseh. There is a reason
for their being sold or taken captive into Babylon at the command of God
Almighty because of their sins and they stayed there for seventy years.
Of course, they had some false prophets during that time trying to tell
the people, "Oh, they are not going to be here that long, they'll be free
in about two years" but God sent them prophets to tell them not to listen
to their prophesy because He had not sent them.

Now, Manasseh. The name Manasseh had a meaning which was "Forgetting".
Manasseh, the thirteenth king of Judah, son of Hezekiah . (And that is in
II Kings also; if you want to find out about the kings of the 01d
Testament days, you'll find most of it I or II Kings, if not you'll find
it in the Chronicles) 1) He ascended to the throne at the age of 12 and
reigned 55 years from B.C. 698 to 642. His accession was a signal for
an entire change in the religious administration of the kingdom. Now
here's where your idolatry took over. Idolatry was again established to
such an extent that every faith was tolerated but the old faith of
Israel. Now they were getting in bad shape. The Babylonian allies which
the king formed against Assyria resulted in his being made prisoner and
carried off to Babylon in the 22nd year of his reign according to a

Jewish tradition. There his eyes were opened and he repented and his
prayer was heard and the Lord delivered him (II Chronicles 33: 12,13) and
he returned after some uncertain interval of time to Jerusalen. The

altar of the Lord was again restored and peace-offerings and
thank-offerings were sacrificed to Jehovah (II Chronicles 33rd Chapter)
but beyond this the reformation did not go on after his death or before
that time. On his death, B.C. 642, he was buried as Ahaz had been, not
with the burial of a king, in the sepulchres of the house of David, but
in the garden of Ussa (II Kings 21) and long afterwards, in spite of his
repentance, the Jews held his name in abhorrence. They hated him.
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One of . the descendants of Pahath-moab, who, in the days of Ezra, had
married a foreign wife (that is in Ezra, the 10th Chapter). One of the
laymen of the family of Hashum, who put away his foreign wife at Ezra's
command, this was the man that did that.

Now, Manasseh turned away from God and caused people to worship idols,
intermarry with the people of the land, and idolatry was taking over and
God just simply commanded that a foreign nation, or foreign country,
Gentiles, we'll say, which was Nebuchadnezzar, take them captive. Now we
are going to study about some of that in the Book of Daniel, how that God
made manifest to Daniel and to Nebuchadnezzar and to Belshazzar, his son,
that God rules in the kingdom of men. You know, I still believe that
today. We get all upset sometimes politically about what goes on in
politics and the heads of natioms. Well, don't you know God is on the
throne and He knows what's going on? We might say, well, how in the
world can God tolerate some things that's going on? He just lets the
devil have what power He wants him to have. That's all he can have and
he gives the devil power to bring trouble on us. I believe that but I
won't get into that any further tomight. We may get into that a little
later. (My time gets away when I am in this faster than any other time.
I told you it wouldn't be but 35 minutes, I don't know about that. At
least, we'll get started).

I want to give you some history of Babylon next. If we don't get a
foundation laid, we are not going to build very much on it.

The name Babylon, have you ever thought about it, the name Babylon is the
Greek form of the name Babel. Actually, the capital city of the country,
which is called in Genesis, Shinar, and later Chaldea, or the land of the
Chaldeans. That's where it is, all of it; it's had different names at
different times. The first rise of the Chaldean power was in the region
close to the Persian Gulf (over there where Khomeini is now.) It's a
small world, the more you study history and the more you study geography
and present day matters, the smaller the world gets.); thence, the
nation spread northwards up the rivers and the seat of government moved
in the same direction, being finally fixed at Babylon, perhaps no earlier
than 1700 B.C.

Let's get some ancient descriptions of Babylon. All of the writers of
that day seem to think that it was a district of vast size, more or less
inhabited, being enclosed within lofty walls and went under the name of
Babylon. With respect to the extent of the size, they differ. The
estimate of Herodotus and of Pliny is a circuit of 53 air miles, 60 Roman
miles, around. George Smith  in his Assyrian discoveries (he wrote a
book on that) differs entirely with this estimate, saying the circuit of
the city is only 8 miles. It is possible that Herodotus spoke of the
outer wall, and I'm satisfied that is what he is talking about, the outer
wall of the city which could be traced in his time. Taking the lowest
estimate of the circuit, we shall have for the space within the city an
area of about 100 square miles. That's a pretty big city, 100 square

miles.
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The city was situated on both sides of the Euphrates river, now get a
picture of that. It's like Sodom and Gommorah. They were two cities,
twin cities, but this city of Babylon was built on both sides of the
River Euphrates and the connection between the two over the Euphrates
River was a bridge and that bridge, a stone bridge, was 1,000 yards long
and 30 ft. wide. At either end of the bridge was a royal palace that in
the eastern city being more magnificent than the other. The two palaces
were joined, not only by the bridge but, listen, by a tunnel under the
river, back in that ancient day. The houses, which were frequently three
or four stories high were laid out in straight streets crossing each
other at right angles.

A report about the latter part of the eighteenth century states, a
portion of the ruins is occupied by the modern town of Hilah. About 5
miles above Hilah on the left bank of the Euphrates River occurs a series
of artificial mounds of enormous size. They consist chiefly of three
great masses of building - the high pile of unbaked brick-work which is
known to the Arabs as "Babil", 600 ft. square and 140 ft. high. Scattered
over the country on both sides of the Euphrates River are a number of
remarkable mounds, usually standing single, which plainly are of the same
date with the great mass of ruins along the river bank. Of these, by
far the most striking is the vast ruin called the Birs-Nimrud, which many
regard as the tower of Babel. Now you know about the Tower of Babel that
they tried to build into heaven and walk in on the throne of God and this
is situated about 6 miles to the S.W. of Hillah.

The great mound of Babil is probably the ancient temple of Belus. Now
Belus was an idol. The mound of the Kasr marks the site of the great
Palace of Nebuchadnezzar. The mound of Amram is thought to represent the
"hanging gardens™ (You read about the hanging gardens of Nebuchadnezzar)
but most probably it represents the ancient palace coeval with, or equal
with, Babylon itself, of which Nebuchadnezzar speaks in his inscriptions
as adjoining his own more magnificent residence.)

Alright, more history of Babylon. The scripture presents " the beginning
of the kingdom" as belonging to the time of Nimrod, (Genesis 10, 6 and
10). Here we learn that Cush, the som of Ham, who was the son of Noah,
was the father of Nimrod. He was a mighty hunter and the beginning of his
kingdom was Babel. The early annals of Babylon are filled by Berosus,
the native historian, with three dynasties; one of 49 Chaldean kings, who
reigned 458 years; another of 9 Arab kings who reigned 245 years; and a
third of 49 Assyrian monarchs who held dominion for 526 years. The line
of Babylonian kings becomes exactly known to us from B.C. 747 to B.C.
331, when the last Persian king was dethroned by Alexander, Alexander the
Great. The" Canon of Ptolemy" gives us the succession of Babylonian
monarchs through the period on the fall of Nineveh (625 B.C.). That's
Nineveh where Jonah went.



STUDY OF BOOK OF DANIEL Page 7

Babylon became not only an independent kingdom but an empire. The city
was taken by surprise B.C. 539 as Jeremiah had prophesied in Jeremiah
51:31 "One post shall run to meet another, and one messenger to meet
another, to shew the king of Babylon that his city is taken at cne end,”
The city was taken by Cyrus under Darius (Daniel 5) as intimated 170
years earlier by Isaiah. Isaiah prophesied this in the 21st Chapter,
verses 1-9. Also, Jeremiah had also foreshown in 51:39 during a
festival. With the conquest of Cyrus commenced the decay of Babylon
which has since been a quarry from which all the tribesmen the city
derived the bricks with which they have built their cities. The "great
city” has thus emphatically "become heaps" and that was prophesied long
before it happened (Jeremiah 51:37). This is the scripture: "And
Babylon shall become heaps, a dwelling place for dragons, an
astonishment, and an hissing, without an inhabitant.”

The kingdom of Israel was invaded by three or four successive kings of
Assyria, Pul, and Sardanapalus, according to Rawlinson, and Rawlinson
wrote a history of this, imposed a tribute B.C. 771-762 upon Menahem (II
Kings 15:19) (I Chronicles 5:26). Tilgathpilneser carried away.B.C. 704
the trans—Jordanic tribes. (I Chronicles 5:26) and the inhabitants of
Galilee (IT Kings 15:29). Now compare that with Isaiah 9:1. To
Assyria, Shalmaneser twice invaded the kingdom which remained to Hoshea
and Hoshea took Samaria B.C. 721 after a seige of three years and carried
Israel away into Assyria (II Kings 17:3-5). This was the end of the
kingdom of the 10 tribes.

Now this may not interest some of you but this is something that all of
us need to know.

CAPTIVITIES OF JUDAH

Sennacherib (B.C. 713) is stated to have carried into Assyria 200,000
captives from the Jewish cities which he took (II Kings 18:13).
Nebuchadnezzar in the first half of his reign (B.C. 606-562) repeatedly
invaded Judea, besieged Jerusalem, carried away the inhabitants to
Babylon, and destroyed the Temple, the 70 years of captivity predicted
by Jeremiah in Chapter 25, or dated by Prideauz, the historian, from B.C.
606. The captives were treated not as slaves but as colonists. The
Babylon captivity was brought to a close by the decree of Gyrusd (B.C.
536) (Ezra 1:2) and the return of a portion of the nation under
Zerubbabel (B.C. 535), Ezra (B.C.458), and Nehemiah (B.C. 445). Those
who were left in Assyria (Esther 8: 9-11) kept up their national
distinction and were known as the Dispersion. (You've read about that,
haven't you? Well, you'll find that in the New Testament, John 7:35, I
Peter 1:1, James 1:1. Now this is my last.)
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THE LOST TRIBES

Many attempts have been made to discover the 10 tribes existing as a
district or a community but, though history bears no witness of their
present distinct existence, it enables us to track the footsteps of the
departing race in 4 directions after the time of the captivity:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Some returned and mixed with the Jews (Luke 2:36; Philippians
3:5, etc.)

Some were left in Samaria, mingled with the Samaritans. Now
those where the people of the Dispersion when Jesus sat on the
curbing of the well over there and the Samaritan woman came to
draw water and the reason why she said, you being a Jew and me
being a Samaritan, why do you ask a drink of me, because the Jews
have no dealings with the Samaritans. Now this is a woman of the
Dispersion.

Many remain in Assyria and were recognized as an integral part of
the Dispersion (See Acts 2: 9-26-27).

Most probably apostatized in Assyria, adopted the usages and
idolatry of the nations among whom they were planted and became
wholly swallowed up in them, so there has never been any
historian or tracer that has ever found the 10 tribes back
together as a community.

Thank you. I've got my foundation laid now and we'll go on next time
with the study.
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LESSON 2 - Chapter 1

I want to make a little explanation about Sunday. The request was made,
or interest made manifest in a lesson on the churech and also the Book of
Daniel, so I kinda jumped ahead and used what was said in the 2nd Chapter
of Daniel about the church and, by doing so, I used both Daniel and the
church question, as my subject.

We're just kinda getting started and I was trying to lay a little
foundation last Wednesday night and this will be more or less along the
same line.

lst Chapter of Book of Daniel.

1) In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.

2) And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah unto his hand, with part of
the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of
Shinar to the house of his god; (Now, that's an idol, of course.) and
he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god. (Now I
know the God of heaven frowned on that but no people, no where, have
ever been able to do anything unless they were permitted of God to do
it. The devil never had his way in anything that God didn't allow.
Now there were two reasons, and we'll get to that in just a little
bit, for the captivity of the Israelites, the tribe of Judah, into

Babylon.)

3) And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he
should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's
seed, and of the princes:

Now notice this requirement.

4) Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in
all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and
such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom
they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. (Now
this was a selfish move on the part of Nebuchadnezzar. The wisdom
and even the knowledge that God was with the children of Israel and
they were granted special favors, that was known all over the
then—-known world. Not only did the king know that, the king of
Babylon, but the whole world knew that the children of Israel were a
special people. They knew they weren't special but . they knew the
Israelites were special. God had made a choice of them.)
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Now» King Nebuchadnezzar had a purpose in bringing the children of Israel
into the land of Chaldea, or Babylon, and that was his prestige. He
wanted to have standing in his presence as his advisers and as his
counselors, we might say, the children of Israel, and he made a demand or
requirement just as we read it here in this last verse of scripture, that
they would be without blemish, that they would be versed in the science,
and, of course, he was thinking about the magi men and that had been well
published, but, anyway, let's go back and see that.

Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all
wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as
had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might
teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. (That was for his

selfish purpose.)

5) And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat (Now
let's get this. There's another purpose and that was God's purpose
in allowing the King Nebuchadnezzar to bring into captivity the
children of Israel. It was one way of doing mission work. It was
one way of making Himself known even to the heathen by these men
coming into the land of Babylon. But let's study that a little
further.)

5) And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and
of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at
the end thereof they might stand before the king. (Now he was going
to change their habits, wasn't he? We're going to change you to fit
us! God never did allow that and He didn't allow it here.)

Let's look about that a little further. Now Daniel and the other
three, which was Meshach, Shadrach, and Abednego, they didn't know
and they wasn't about to eat of the king's meat because the law said
they were not to eat of anything strangled and they didn't know but
what that was strangled. Not only that, but they were not to eat any
meat of any animal unless it chewed the cud and had a cloven foot and
they didn't know that the meat on his table was like that, so they
just would not submit to eat at the king's table or eat the king's
meat, which was another way that God knew that these men, chosen by
the chief eunuch, would not dishonor Him even in a land of the

heathen.

6) Now, among these were the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah:

7) Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: (Now notice, he not
only wants to change their habits, but he's going to change their
names that they left Israel with - they were going to have Babylonian
or Chaldean names. And the names, they changed them.) for he gave
unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar (and that was a Chaldean name
associated with their gods of that day) and to Hananiah, of Shadrach;
and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego. (He changed
their names, every one of them, to suit him.)
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Daniel — Chapter 1 (continued)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself
with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he
drank: therefore, he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he
might not defile himself. (In other words, he asked the one who had
charge that he might not defile himself. He didn't say, "No, I'm not
going to do that.” He let him know that he wanted permission and he
did it in a meek and a Christian manner, we might say. In a Godly
manner would be the better word.)

I'd like to say another thing. The children of Israel in their
captivity were not there for punishment. They weren't punished by
Nebuchadnezzar. We note by that that he had a different motive than
to punish or to cause pain upon any of the children of Israel. They
were there for 70 years and they were encouraged to buy land, to
build houses, to raise families, cause they were going to be there
for a time before their deliverance. Of course, there were false
prophets, and we're going to read about them a little bit later on.
They came on saying, "Oh, no, you had better not do that because you
won't be here over 2 years". But God sent them word that He didn't
send those prophets. They were false. '

Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the
prince of the eunuchs.

And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the
king, (Now this servant of the king was afraid of his master, the
king) who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he
see your faces worse 1liking than the childrem which are of your
sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king. (It
wasn't anything unusual for a servant to be beheaded that went
against the will of the king and he knew that and he was afraid of

it.)

Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,

Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us
pulse to eat, and water to drink. (Now that pulse, we're told by
some historians that it was beans. Well, now it could have been some
other seed. It was seed, we know that. It could have been rice; it
could have been something else, but we do know it wasn't meat, and

Daniel made this request.)

Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; (Now ten days was all
he asked) and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink.



